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Chair: Rev. Nizzi Santos Digan is the pastor of East Saugus UMC in MA.  She is the first ordained


Filipina in the New England Conference and the only UM clergywoman in the US involved in port ministry. She is a port chaplain with Seafarer’s Friend since 2003 serving seafarers from all over the world. She serves as a Board Member of Anna Howard Shaw Center since 2001 and Boston University School of Theology Alumni since 2002. She was a certified teacher in MA and her work experience in the Philippines included ESL teaching and supervision (US Refugee  Program, Bataan, Philippines) for seven years and a Science teacher at Quezon City Science High School for three years.  As a vessel of God’s blessings, she finds meaning and fulfillment in sharing her gifts with others.





Vice Chair: Rev. Motoe Yamada is a senior pastor of Sacramento Japanese UMC (membership 600). 


She is an Elder of the California-Nevada Annual Conference.  She is one of the four United Methodist


members of the World Council of Churches Central Committee and the Communication Officer of


Japanese American Clergy Caucus.  She was the key note speaker at EXPLORATION 2009, a national


gathering for young people considering ordained ministry in UMC. She holds a Masters in Educational


Administration from Michigan State University and a Masters of Divinity from Pacific School of


 Religion/Graduate Theological Union.








Treasurer: Rev. Ingrid Y. Wang is an ordained Elder of the Baltimore-Washington Conference and


 has been serving in cross-cultural appointments since 2005.  She has a Master of Divinity degree in


 Biblical Study from Wesley Theological Seminary and is one of the co-authors of “Reclaiming the 


Wesleyan Tradition-John Wesley’s Sermons for Today.”  Rev. Wang currently serves at the Bethel 


United Methodist Church in Upper Marlboro, Maryland, on the Asian American Ministry team of the


 BW Conference, and on the AAPIC Board.  





Secretary: Rev. Dr. SungJa Lee Moon is a Senior Pastor of the First UMC of Des Plaines, Illinois and an ordained Elder of the Northern Illinois Conference. She has served the Board of Ordained Ministry of the Northern Illinois Conference for 10 years. She is the chair of the District Committee on Ordained Ministry. She also chairs the Advocacy Ministries Team of the Program Council of the NI Conference.


She is married to Rev. Soong-In Moon and they have two children.








 Member at Large: Rev. Kalesita Tuifua was born and raised on the island of ‘Eua, Tonga in the South 


 Pacific and moved with her family to Hawaii when she was thirteen years old.  She was baptized and


 raised in the Methodist church as a pastor’s kid in Kahuku United Methodist, Hawaii.  She answered her


 call to ministry after her marriage and attended Claremont School of Theology.  She is an Elder at the


 California Pacific Conference since 2007 and has been in ministry for nine years.  She is currently


 serving Knollwood UMC and Sun Valley UMC, Tongan ministry of San Fernando Valley, California. 


She is married to Sione Tupou Tu’ifua and together they have five children.                

















